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Gracious Living
Inside New South Home’s signature approach to  

comfort, connection, and timeless design.
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AT  N E W  S O U T H  H O M E ,  design begins with 
a feeling. Led by Principal Designer and CEO Melissa 
Lee, New South Home has built its reputation around a 
philosophy of “gracious living,” which implies a deeply 
personal approach to design that blends beauty, function-
ality, and the subtle art of imparting a sense of home.

“Gracious living means creating spaces where people 
feel invited and comfortable,” Lee says. “A home should 
reflect how you actually live, whether that’s curling up 
for a quiet night in with a book or opening your doors to 
friends and family.”

The team focuses on understanding how clients move 
through their days from the very first consultation. 
Before any design plans are drawn, New South Home 
sends a detailed questionnaire exploring lifestyle, 
entertaining habits, family dynamics, and the pieces 
that hold personal meaning. From there, the next step is 
simple but more important: they listen.

“We have clients lead us through their home and 
tell us their story,” Lee explains. “We ask about daily 
routines, what they love, what they’ve collected over 
time, and how they want their home to feel. That’s 
where the real design begins.”

In a recent Cotswold renovation for a couple 
relocating to the area and welcoming their first 
grandchild, the team reimagined the home’s layout 
entirely by opening walls, expanding gathering spaces, 
and selecting performance fabrics and durable finishes 
that could withstand the homeowners’ cats, playtime 
with the grands, and years of hosting to come.

The result exemplifies what New South Home does 
best: showcasing interiors that feel layered, timeless, 
and livable. Textures like warm wood, stone, and woven 
materials are paired with cleanable fabrics, heirloom 
pieces, and personal art collections that make spaces feel 
curated but comfortable. Southern hospitality naturally 
weaves its way through every project, and thoughtful 
dining spaces, flexible seating, outdoor living areas, and 
multipurpose zones allow homes to shift effortlessly from 
everyday life to hosting mode.

And in an age of fleeting trends, New South Home 
keeps an eye on the market but relishes transitional 
design, remaining grounded in timeless classics that prove 
evergreen. “We design for our clients, not for social media,” 
Lee says. “Keeping it personal never goes out of style.”

At the end of every project, New South Home marks 
the occasion in a significant way with an exciting reveal 
day, where, after a few days of stealth installation, clients 
return to a fully furnished and styled home. “They tell us 
it’s better than Christmas morning,” Lee says. 

For more information, call 704-847-4261 or visit newsouthhome.com.

     

“Gracious living means creating 

spaces where people feel invited 

and comfortable.”—Melissa Lee  
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